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RUSKIN was one of the cleverest English writers of the
last century. He could write very 'clearly and managed
to put difficult ideas into simple language. His "best book
is Unto This Last, but this extract is taken from anothel
book on the same subject and it shows us how vague
our notions of everyday words like fi wealth ' often are*
It invites us to think clearly and bravely about the words
we use. Thinking is what makes us different from all
other created things, and it is surprising that so few
humans do their own thinking.
12. AND first of WEALTH, which, it has been said,
consists of things essentially valuable. We now, there-
fore, need a definition of ' value \
fi Value ' signifies the strength, or * availing ' of any-
thing towards the sustaining of life, and is always two-
fold; that is to say, primarily, INTRINSIC, and
secondarily, EFFECTUAL.
The reader must, by anticipation, be warned against
confusing value with cost, or with price. Value is the
life-giving power of anything; cost, the quantity o/
labour required to produce it; price, the quantity o/